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BY CHARLES WISHART
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the strange spectacle, it seemed as
| though the man wonld fall were he
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deprived of his support.

“Looking for a man? asked the
stranger hesitatingly when Brennan
had concluded his inspection,, ad-
ding; “I'm looking for a job.”

“What range did you ever ride?”

“l never worked on a ranch”
confessed the stranger, “It was on
the stage” ATg

Brennan grinned widely.

“A stage cowboy is worse’n a mur-
derer, but the old man told me to

pouse, and if you can stick to a
horse long enough' to get there, I
guess the job is yours if you want it.

strode away, and the stranger ran
after him.

“My name's McCartney—Aloysina
McCartney,” he panted, “and thank
you very much.”

Brennan stared, nodded and con-!
tinned on his way. He gave no
more thought to the new man until
it was time to make 4 start for home,
He hed slmost forgotten the inei-
dent until he eame over to the store '
and found a little knot of cowmen
gathered sbout & brilliant fgure in

Cartney looked up appealingly as
Brennan entered.
“It4s the only thing I've got {hat
| will do,” he explained, “and I take
it that your ranch ain't no Garden
of Eden where I can do without
clothes. T know it ain’t the way
[you fellows dress, but I'll get some
renl clothes as soom, as I get some
maoney, but I'll have to munke this
old stags outfit do until then.”
“I'm &Zraid you'll seare the horse.”

said Brennan, judicially, “but we
{ean try it on him.”
| o his surprise, the man made a
good throw and landed the lorse
with the Bar B brand, but it took
him a longer fime o rope and saddle
the lonned horse, o they were late in
|starting,  Barbee, the owner, re
garded the new arrival with aston-
ishment. “Great leavens!- Bren-
(nan,” he eried, “what cireus did you
| get that from ?”
Brennan offered a brief explana-
tion, but McCartney had received
his ranch baptism. Half a dozen of
!fhe men were within earshot and it
|was a8 “Clircus” MeCartney that
he was introduced to his fellows.

There was work in plenty, but
“Circus” was not afrmid of work,
and ne he gained in flesh, he lost his
nir of uncertginty, He had regained
(his skill as a rider now that he once
more had a horse under him, but he
(did not seek a shift {o the range, for |
'Mollie Malloy was at the ranch |

'house and “Circus” was making fa- |and “Circus” climbed down from

'mous progress with Mollie Malloy.

She was the daughter of the cook,
& black-eyed little colleen who
queened it over the hearts of the
range riders for twenty miles around.
Until “Cireus” had come, she had
diplomatically evinced no prefer-
ence; though she was more polite
to the foreman than to the men, and
Brennan had come to regard their
engagement as & matter settled ex-
cept for the formal asking of the
question.

He viewed with no pleasure the
progress “Circus” made in Mollie’s
affections, and at last he was moved
to protest. rle came riding in from
the range one afternoon to encounter
“Cizeus” riding out with & message
for one of the camps.

“You're a mean, low, sn
pup,” he enarled instead of offering
the ueual greeting, “I pick you up
off the streets & wreck, and you pay
me back by trying to steal the girl
I"'m going to marry.” ;

“Miss Mollie tell you so #” inguired.
“Circun,” politely, though there waa
a dangerous glint in the Trish eyos.

“I dou’t have to be told,” granted
Brennan, “1 gness 1 can sep with
my own.tyes What you're up to

———

#s the latter paused to contemplate

bring back a man to work about the :
(saddle and swung himself into the
.soat just ag the first of the cattle

The foreman turned abruptly Iln"‘"‘(‘irmu;“ held in hit mount when

Iihmugh the bunch of frightened

the stagiest of cowboy get ups. Me- |

(got the right to speuk, lad.

»d
|

Circus”  'm not afraid to take
‘hances on you seing mare of her
than me, Keep me out after the |
rousl-up and Il tnke chances on |
Miss Mollie sticking to me. Il give I
vou o month to gpeak first.  That’s |
fair, min't o 2" |
Brennan wodded.  With “Cirins” |
{silent for g nonth he coulil grive his
Lemit, and with Mz Malloy for anl
[ully e counted on wiming lotig b |
| fore the expiration of the four weaks
O g, .
It was near ihe elose of the round-
when  “Qirens"™  opportunity |
ame,  He and Brennan had ridden |
fter xome of the men who had gone
to drive the eattle from one of this
villeys that hroke the side of the |
{ hills. Just as they reached the mouth |
f the guleh a bunch of stampeding
ealtle burst our of the ravine and
shended straight for thie two' riders.
They wheeled their horses, but as
| they did so Brennan's mount slipped
Cand fell, throwing Brennan heavily
 egninst a rock, breaking his leg.
| “Circus” had already turned, but
, now he wheeled his horse again, and
leaping from the saddle he canght
up the injured man.
“We can't make it,” groaned Bren-
nan, “Save youtself, man.”
“Lots of time,” dm:iared “Circug”
 Cheerfully, though he had to shout
{to be heard sbove the thunder of
rthe pounding hoofs. Carefully but
with haste he lifted Brennan to the

inn

| were upon them.
Carefully watching his chances,
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is easy to use. Price 25 cents a jar
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Paste to give entire satisfaction. This same
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preparations. You risk no money by trying it
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there was & chance to drop back
steers and after what scemed an age
hie was riding among the ruck of the
lierd.  From every direction the men
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“l Guess | Can Bes With My Own
Eyes What You Are Up To."

came riding up and presently they
were headed for the camp where the
foreman was made comfortable in
one of the wagons and the injured
leg was set by Barbee, who Lad stud-
led surgery,

As the wagon was about to draw
out to take him to the ranch house
Brennan called for “Circus,”

“T’il tell Mollie that vou're com-
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At l.-.-xl:nsrl:m Foultry Bhow won st &
2nd Cackral, 1kt & 2nd Puliet, 14t Pen, AT
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Ist Ceokril,
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firnt at Loxington and Usaeordls Poultry
Shows, He weilhs 0 pounds. Hels mat-

‘et to Brst pan Pallots at Goncordia Poul-
try Show. Mer setting si.00,

Pen L. Honded by & Dock thist took first
and shupe special ut Kansas State Popl-
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lels thut took first pen at Laxington Poul-
tey Show and i putlets thiat teak 1st, tnd
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Per sotting 45,00,
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ing to ask | or something when the
round-up = over,” he whispered as

be clasped “Cirens’ ™ hand. “You've
She'll
be proud of yon when ghe finde out
what you've done—and it won't lose
none in the telling,

He waved his hand in farewoll

the wagon with & radiant face. As
he turned toward his horse, Barbee
rode up.

“Who trained your horse for you ?*
he demanded as “Circus” looked up.

“I trained him myself,” was the
(reply. “T used to do a bit of that
(work when I was helper to & man
who trained horses for the circus.”

“Come up to the house after the
round-up,” he ordered. “I want to
start breeding polo ponies and you
can have toe job s foreman if you
want it.”

“I want it,” assented “Cireus”
promptly, “and I thank you kindly,
gir.”

Barbee nodded snd rode away, and
“Circus” regarded the knot of blue
ribbon twined in his hat band.

“It’s a foreman PNl bo when P'm
wpeaking to you, Mollie, darling,” be
confided o the ribbou. *“And sure
the speaking will be a greatar fob
than riding through & bunch of
cows. T wish I could just

Spcclally Breeder R. C. Rets
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